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These updates cover emergencies Oxfam is currently responding to around the world, although please note 
they don’t intend to be comprehensive.  
 

 

 
 

Maghreb & Middle East 

 
Syria Crisis 

Restrictions on Syrians to enter Jordan continue 
and some municipalities in Lebanon have given 
the Syrian refugees a warning to clear some 
towns and villages. This decision was made by 
the Ministry of Interior that is trying to ease 
tensions between Lebanese host communities 
and the Syrian refugees. The recent border 
restrictions on Syrians entering Lebanon are 
having a big impact – not just on new arrivals 
but on families whose members move back and 
forth across the border. Oxfam’s Protection 
Team provides a vital service to refugees, 
running sessions on where to find useful 
information, helping to form community groups, 
influencing the itinerary of mobile clinics, and 
referring sick people to medical facilities 

(because Syrians cannot refer themselves). They also help parents register the birth of their children, without 
which the child will technically ‘not exist’ and therefore be unable to ever move around or access medical or 
educational services. Over the past year our teams 
have provided help to about 1,600,000 people in 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 
More widely, the 5

th
 anniversary of the start of the 

Syria conflict is coming up in February. We are 
working to use that event to bring the world’s attention 
back to this emergency – now said to be the biggest 
displacement of people since WW2. The conflict 
shows no sign of abatement, and recent peace talks in 
Moscow gave no concrete outcome. Our Campaigns 
team is also updating the fair share analysis that 
Oxfam published in September 2014, which looked at 
the failure of international governments to adequately 
fund and support the regional refugee response. 
(Photo 1: Strong winds and heavy rains destroyed the tent that was the only shelter for this boy and his family 
consisting of 12 individuals, in a coastal area in North Lebanon. Photo 2: Children play in the mud wearing 
nothing but slippers in an informal refugee settlement in North Lebanon. Oxfam, January 2015). 
  
Iraq - violence and displacement  
The team is busy organising distributions of winterization kits – mattresses, blankets, stoves and fuel – to 
several thousand people who fled violence last year and are sheltering in barns and sheds. We are also 
planning to support people’s own efforts to dig wells and build shelters, with improvements to quality and 
safety. One of the problems of being in disputed territories is the lack of responsibility by authorities for 
services or facilities, and Oxfam is looking to fill this gap where/if we can. Our assessments of available 
markets have made us consider distributing cash or vouchers to enable households to purchase what they 
need rather than simply distributing items.   
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Yemen 
A humanitarian crisis of extreme proportions is at risk of unfolding in Yemen if instability continues. There are 
currently 16 million people in need of aid throughout the country and unless this deepening situation is 
urgently addressed huge numbers of lives will be put at risk. Our programmes are not currently affected by 
this deepening crisis, but we are facing a significant funding shortfall in 2015 following a decision by ECHO 
(European Commission Humanitarian Office) to cut its overall budget in Yemen at this critical time. Oxfam 
publicly warned last weekend that Yemen is on the brink of collapse, saying: “It is simply unacceptable that 
the real story of 16 million Yemenis in need of help keeps going unnoticed. Despite the challenges, we 
continue to deliver desperately needed aid to Yemenis in some of the poorest areas outside the capital.  But if 
the international community continues to stand by and watch while Yemen risks going from a fragile to a failed 
state we will find it even harder to maintain this lifesaving support.”  Read our full press release. 
  
Gaza conflict  

The situation in Gaza remains desperate and a 
recent storm in January brought further suffering to 
people without access to basic services. Nothing 
has changed since the ceasefire and around 
100,000 people are still displaced as their homes 
have been destroyed in the conflict. People's 
livelihoods are devastated and vital water and 
sanitation infrastructure, schools and health 
facilities urgently need rebuilding. Oxfam’s 
programs are moving from emergency to recovery, 
supporting people to rebuild their livelihoods in the 
longer term. This includes supporting the local 
economy through food voucher programs and 
helping farmers rehabilitate their land and access 
vital irrigation, seedlings and fertilisers, and provide 

veterinary care and fodder for livestock. We are also supporting local traders who sell water to communities 
and we are providing vouchers to families so that they can buy the water, in addition to providing food and 
hygiene items. 
(Photo: Young children at their badly damaged home, its missing wall covered with tarpaulin. More than 
100,000 homes were damaged during the bombing. Oxfam, January 2015). 
 

West Africa 

 
Ebola crisis 
Ebola now appears to be on the wane in all three of the worst-affected countries, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and 
Guinea. Whilst this is real cause of optimism, new hotspots of infection could easily emerge and continued 
vigilance is needed.  Oxfam is working to help eradicate the Ebola outbreak in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and 

has so far reached over 1.1 million people through 
supporting medical facilities and by working with 
communities to prevent further infections and 
ensuring people seek treatment. In Senegal, Guinea-
Bissau, and Gambia, Oxfam and partners are carrying 
out an array of preparedness activities in case of 
Ebola 
outbrea
k. 
And we 
will also 
remain 
to 
contribu
te to the 

economic recovery, because the epidemic caused huge 
damage to the economies by halting commercial activity in 
affected countries. The World Bank estimates that 180,000 
people have lost their jobs in Sierra Leone since the outbreak 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-01-23/yemen-brink-humanitarian-disaster-millions-lives-risk?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=Z5et&utm_content=redirect
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began, and that half the heads of household in Liberia are out of work.  Oxfam is calling for a post-Ebola 
‘Marshall Plan’ to put the three West Africa countries hit by the crisis back on their feet. See the full article on 
the BBC. (Photo: Latrines being built by Oxfam in Logan Town, Liberia. Oxfam) 
(Map: health centres Oxfam is rehabilitating in greater Monrovia. Green: health centres completed, yellow: 
centres under construction, blue: centres identified for rehabilitation. Oxfam). 
  
Mali - conflict and food insecurity 
Mali has been declared Ebola-free on 18

th
 January but continuous surveillance and vigilance are still needed. 

On another note people in the North continue to suffer from food shortages and ongoing conflict between pro- 
and anti-government groups. This year Oxfam has been able to help 175,000 people with a wide range of 
benefits, including food and vouchers, seeds, support for cereal banks and veterinary training, rehabilitation of 
water points, hygiene kits and public health trainings and support for repairing dams. We also contributed to 
raise public awareness of the problem of gender-based violence through drama and radio programs. 
  
Nigeria conflict 

The humanitarian consequences of the conflict in the North 
East continue to increase with more displacements into Yola 
and its environs. About 1 million people have been displaced 
since the new waves of attacks in October 2014. This has led 
to increased humanitarian needs in water, sanitation and 
hygiene, and 
immediate 
food, shelter 
and protection. 
Oxfam 
humanitarian 
support has 
been 

concentrated in Yola and its environs following series of 
attacks in North East Adamawa where it was previously 
reaching internally displaced people from Central Borno. 
Oxfam has been able to reach 68,500 displaced people and 
host families with food aid, hygiene kits, sanitation facilities 
and shelter kits with funding support from ECHO and Oxfam Novib with the aim to reach at least 100,000 
persons before April 2015. With daily large influx of population, the needs have continued to overwhelm 
existing resources.  In addition are the concerns of postelection violence due to the February 2015 elections. 
(Photo  1:  Mariam  Abbas,  her  sister  and  6  children  have  been  displaced  4  times  since September 
2014. Photo 2: Food aid and hygiene kits distribution for IDPs in Malakhoi Informal settlement. Oxfam). 
  
Chad – displaced people from CAR and Nigeria 
Oxfam continues to support the needs of people suffering from the consequences of violence in Central 
African Republic (CAR) and in the South of Chad where thousands of refugees have fled from CAR. In Chad 
we are working in border villages, supporting the water, sanitation, hygiene and food security needs of 
affected people, in collaboration with WFP and UNICEF. The humanitarian assistance coverage in the country 
remains low despite significant needs, and Oxfam is therefore planning to support the displaced people and 
the hosting communities throughout 2015 by distributing vouchers, cash for work and enabling access to 
water, sanitation and hygiene. We are also planning activities to help people restore their livelihoods and 
strengthen their resilience. 
The situation in the area of Lake Chad keeps degrading and the number of displaced people fleeing violence 
from neighboring Nigeria is increasing every day. Currently 15,000 people have arrived in the area (as of 3

rd
 

February). Oxfam is considering doing a needs assessment around mid-February for a possible intervention 
there. Meanwhile, we’re monitoring the situation and participating in humanitarian coordination meetings with 
others actors present in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-30995631
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Horn of Africa 

 
South Sudan - conflict 
Our Programme Manager for South Sudan, Emma Drew, reported from Melut in the North of the country, on 
progress being made by our various teams. She reports that our engineers and food security teams have dug 
over 11 kilometres of trench for a water pipeline, employing local 
people from some of the most vulnerable households. Vegetable 
garden areas are being planned out, fencing materials are ready to 
erect, and the teams are discussing irrigation options. Small water 
bladders are now being replaced by big water tanks which is ‘a marvel 
to see’ and a big improvement in sustainability. Latrines are being built 
at an impressively fast pace and all are de-sludgable which means 
they will be functioning long after Oxfam has gone. There are hand 
washing stations at each latrine blocks and people do use them. 
Washing areas are being constructed with bricks that the team has 
made, so women will be able to wash clothes in clean water instead of 
using the river. In everything they do, the teams ensure that they listen 
and respond to feedback from beneficiaries about the quality of the 
work. Our Programme Manager adds: “One of the reasons I enjoy 
working for Oxfam is to see the amazing infrastructure we leave 
behind us, ensuring that what we provide lasts far longer than our 
programme implementation period. We will be leaving the area at the 
end of February but we have much to be proud of and we will be 
remembered here for a long time to come.”  Besides, Oxfam heavily 
contributed to a powerful joint-agency report launched mid-January 
and led by Crisis Action entitled South Sudan: the Cost of War. 
According to Crisis Action, the report’s major findings and 
recommendations have been heard loudly and clearly by key political leaders in Africa and the West and drew 
very positive feedback from high-level policymakers. (Photo: Malakal IDP camp, South Sudan. Oxfam). 
  
Sudan - new displacements 

The UN has reported that since the start of 2015 one month 
ago, more than 36,000 people in Darfur have been 
displaced by fighting between government forces and rebel 
groups. (An additional 56,000 displaced people have been 
reported but not yet verified.) The displaced people have 
limited access to food, shelter, and clean water. While 
continuing to work on water, sanitation, hygiene and 
resilience programs for hundreds of thousands of conflict-
affected people, Oxfam and local partners are launching a 
response to the new displacement, providing relief 
materials and improving access to safe water for new 
arrivals in rural El Fasher (in the West). (Photo: Newly 
displaced family in Darfur, Sudan. Oxfam). 
  

Somalia – displacements and food insecurity 
At the end of December 2014, there were over 3 million Somalis in need of urgent humanitarian assistance 
with one million people estimated to be unable to meet their minimum food requirements – this is a 20 per 
cent increase compared to the same time last year. Of these, there are some 1.1 million displaced Somalis 
who continue to live in substandard conditions in overcrowded settlements. Oxfam through its partners have 
supported over one million people in Somalia during 2014-15. Our work includes providing water, sanitation 
and promotion of public health for people displaced in Kismayo in the South. We continue to communicate 
public health information to 90,000 people via mobile phone, especially against polio and cholera. Acute food 
insecurity is expected to persist in most parts of the country, with displaced people remaining the most 
vulnerable. Oxfam will be looking to secure much needed funds for further lifesaving interventions. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.frontier-economics.com/documents/2015/01/south-sudan-cost-war.pdf
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Southern Africa 

 
Malawi and Mozambique - floods 
Oxfam is responding to the effects of the recent flooding in Malawi with temporary shelters, hygiene kits, and 
water/sanitation work. Mulanje District was one of three districts where we were already supporting 
communities affected by drought. We have now swiftly refocused our programme to one of flood response, 
supporting 32,000 people with water supplies and sanitation facilities to minimize the risk of cholera, while 
looking at what can be done to restore people’s livelihoods – agriculture and livestock. In Mozambique we 
are responding in the Zambezia province to support 4,000 households affected by the floods. 
  

Eastern Europe & Former Soviet Union 

 
Ukraine - conflict 
Violence in Eastern Ukraine has escalated significantly since mid-January, with rocket explosions and 
indiscriminate shelling killing civilians and destroying infrastructure. Since the start of the conflict, more than 
5,000 people have been killed and close to 11,000 injured. The number of internally displaced people has 
increased considerably and currently stands at 920,000. The situation keeps worsening, and humanitarian 
needs for protection, shelter, health, food, water and sanitation are growing. (See ACAPS update on the 
situation). Oxfam is monitoring the situation. 
  

South Asia 

 
India 
Assam Conflict: Oxfam is providing humanitarian assistance to 10,800 people affected by the consequences 

of violence in Kokrajhar district, Assam. Since December, 
1,500 families have benefitted from public health promotion. 
Our teams are also ensuring access to safe water, through 
the identification and rehabilitation of water points, and 
installing sanitation utilities (including bathing spaces for 
women and adolescent girls). About 1,000 households have 
been provided with emergency shelter materials including 
tarpaulins, treated mosquito nets, solar lamps and water 
storage containers. 
As of 19 January, reports state that there are 20 camps for 
internally displaced people hosting over 42,000 people. A 
large number of people cannot return to their villages 
because their homes have been burnt, and given the 
insecurity 
in the area 

they fear that they will face violence again.   
Jammu and Kashmir Floods: In Jammu and Kashmir Oxfam 
has assisted around 75,000 people affected by the floods 
across four districts including in Srinagar. In the immediate 
aftermath of the disaster, our priority was to prevent the 
spread of disease, by providing clean water, sanitation 
utilities and hygiene essentials. Our emergency response in 
urban settings included restoring water supply systems in 
hospitals as quickly as possible. The most critical assistance 
such as water, emergency shelter, winterisation support and 
cash transfer have been completed. Due to extreme weather 
conditions in Kashmir, Oxfam has scaled down some of its 
activities in the affected areas. The plan is to scale up our 
interventions again after February with focus on supporting people to rebuild their livelihood. (Photo1: 
Ensuring access to safe water in Sorolpara IDP camp. Dotoma Block, Kokrajhar, Assam. Oxfam. Photo 2: 
Oxfam humanitarian assistance, Kokrajhar, Assam. Oxfam) 

 

 
 

http://acaps.org/img/documents/b-acaps-bn-ukraine-conflict-30-jan-2015.pdf
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South America 

 
Bolivia 
Heavy rains have started in the department of Beni in the north, which was also severely hit by floods one 
year ago. Government authorities have activated an ‘orange alert’, and Oxfam and its partner FUNDEPCO 
have sent a team to the most vulnerable municipalities to see what they can do to prevent further damage and 
help people manage the risks if the rain keeps going.  Oxfam is also coordinating with local authorities, 
prioritizing activities, and identifying possible areas to set up a provisional camp in case of evacuations. 
  

 

 
 
 
Find more information on the above emergency programs and our other responses: 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/emergencies  
 
If you need pictures in high resolution or have any questions please contact 
gabrielle.roudaut@oxfaminternational.org. 
 
http://www.oxfam.org 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/emergencies
https://sumus.oxfam.org/simplenews/statistics/click?p=eNoBcVwwjv9zOjEwNDpcIu5QXCeuWjuadayQ7wq_pkQNyAUlZXWxj8-qn73I911gB2SFGZc2zIBHeHBkUYEgYIWyVlvhXDBybPm7qpHoGMVHpu-OlzTy8pC2x5F5TSpuBVb3abQh_dhkUk8wqMTUWk4DOtzTgmTtcrZcIju1Yzbb&h=eNortjI2slJKTE1LsUizTDW0NDQ1NUkyTzUyNrFMNEoztLQwSzQ1NlayBlww4I4Kbg,,

